Ornithology Lab – Spring 2014



ZOOL 4408/5308
Professor:  Dr. Ken Schmidt


TAs:  Elizabeth Farley-Dawson (Wed.), Steve Collins (Thurs.)
Section 502:  W 2:00-4:50
Offices:  Elizabeth (Room 407), Steve (Room 419)
Section 501:  TH 2:00-4:50
Email: elizabeth.farley-dawson@ttu.edu

Location:  Room 406 - Biology Bldg.

steve.collins@ttu.edu





LAB OVERVIEW:  The lab will consist of a general overview of the major taxonomic groups of birds, primarily but not exclusively, focusing on those distributed in North America.  General form and function of anatomical features and identification of birds (in the lab and field) including class, order, family, and standardized common names will make up the bulk of the material.  In addition, some basic natural history, behavior and vocalizations will also be covered. 

EVALUATION:  The laboratory counts for 33% of your total course grade.  Laboratory scores will consist six equally-weighted specimen quizzes, one final field quiz, and one homework assignment.  PLEASE NOTE:  There will be no curve for the lab and no extra credit is available.  However, the lowest specimen quiz grade will be dropped and bonus questions will be included on each weekly quiz but in order to have your lowest specimen quiz grade dropped you MUST TAKE all the quizzes, in other words we DO NOT drop quizzes with a score of zero due to an unexcused absence.  
ATTENDANCE:  Attendance is mandatory.  You are expected to attend all labs and the lab section to which you are registered.  Missed labs cannot be made up.  More than 2 unexcused absences will result in the forfeit of all points associated with the lab.  Excused absences include a death in the family, illness, mandatory attendance at a TTU extra-curricular function or other serious instances.  To be excused, you must present to your lab instructor documentation from health-care provider, coach, dean, counselor, minister, funeral director, etc. on official letterhead.  If you are unable to attend lab due to an approved excused absence please notify your lab instructor immediately to see if you can attend the other lab.  DO NOT simply show up at a lab section without having made prior arrangements and expect to be accommodated.  Further, for and excused absence you will still be required to make up a missed quiz with an alternative assignment provided by your TA.
BIRD SPECIMENS:  All specimens are fragile and highly valued.  Many have been in the museum collection for 100+ years.  Therefore, ABSOLUTELY NO food or drink are allowed in the lab.  Please handle all specimens with the utmost care and consideration.  Mishandling of specimens is considered destruction of TTU property and is taken very seriously.  Such vandalism will at very least result in the loss of points or depending upon the offense dismissal from the course and reporting to university officials.  In addition, photos of specimens are not allowed as flash photography can degrade plumage and we have found this strategy does not improve quiz scores.  Photos and pictures of specimens can be easily found in field guides and online. 
OTHER:  All newspapers, cell phones, iPods and other electronic devices are to be turned off and put away during lab and on field trips.  Any use of the aforementioned items will result in dismissal from lab with an unexcused absence and/or a loss of points.  
FIELD TRIPS:  Approximately half of the semester will be conducted outdoors on field trips at destinations in the city of Lubbock.  All field trips during your respective lab section are REQUIRED.  Please see Dr. Schmidt and your TA before the first lab if you require special accommodations.  In addition, please note the following:

1)  Be on time or we will leave without you.  Meeting us at the destination in your own vehicle is not an 
 
     option.

2)  Field trips will involve walking on non-paved surfaces and off-trail so wear appropriate footwear. 
Sandals and flip-flops are not advisable.  

3)  Field trips will only be cancelled due to severe weather (e.g., thunderstorms or dust storms).  

4)  Field trips will NOT be cancelled due to cold or hot weather so please dress appropriately 

wearing proper shoes and attire that accommodate your particular comfort zone.

5)  In order to identify birds in the field you are required to bring your own field guide and binoculars 

(supplied by lab) on ALL field trips.  Individuals need to learn how to ID birds using their own skills 
and this can not be accomplished by groups huddling around a single book.  Failure to bring your 
bird guide for a scheduled field trip will result in an unexcused absence.
6)  Lack of participation in the field will result in a deduction of points AND continued disruption or 
lack of participation will be counted as an unexcused absence with no opportunity to make up 
points lost.  Lack of participation includes any activity that prevents you (or others) from 
observing birds or listening to your instructors. 

REQUIRED TEXT:  
The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Western North America, 1st edition
OTHER USEFUL RESOURCES:  Please note these are not required for the lab. 


1)  Manual of Ornithology Avian Structure & Function by Noble S. Proctor & Patrick J. Lynch

2)  The Birder's Handbook: A Field Guide to the Natural History of North American Birds by 



Paul Ehrlich, David S. Dobkin, Darryl Wheye
SCHEDULE:  Please note some dates and specimens may change due to weather or availability.
LAB

DATE


TOPIC



--

Jan 15/16

No Labs

1

Jan 22/23

Introduction / External Anatomy / Orders Anseriformes – Galliformes
2

Jan 29/30

Quiz 1 / pigeon dissections / Orders Accipitriformes – Charadriiformes 
3

Feb 5/6


Quiz 2 / Lubbock area field trip / HW: field guide assignment
4
Feb 12/13

No Quiz / HW assignment due / Orders Columbiformes – Piciformes


5

Feb 19/20

Quiz 3 / Order Passeriformes, Families Dendrocolaptidae –Troglodytidae
6

Feb 26/27

Quiz 4 / Order Passeriformes, Families Sittidae – Thraupidae  

7

Mar 5/6


Quiz 5 / Order Passeriformes, Families Cardinalidae – Passeridae
8

Mar 12/13

Quiz 6 / Lubbock area field trip
9

Mar 19/20

NO LABS - SPRING BREAK!
10

Mar 26/27

Lubbock area field trip
11

Apr 2/3


Lubbock area field trip
12

Apr 9/10

Lubbock area field trip

13

Apr 16/17

Lubbock area field trip

14

Apr 23/24

Quiz 7: Field ID / Lubbock area field trip

15

Apr 30/May 1

TTU Museum tour of bird collection
--

May 7/8


No Labs

2 of 2

